Demonism
that for the time being it was frequented. Then great crowds
came from all parts of Bengal, though at the risk of being caught
in a pirate raid. Their mood, however, was one of extreme exal-
tation. Danger of pirates would have seemed a trifle compared
with the self-immolation they contemplated.
The pilgrims on reaching the ruined temple, whose festival it
was, first had their heads and beards shaved $ then they washed in
the temple tank and anointed themselves with oil. So purified,
they entered the shrine, both men and women, where in the half-
light they prostrated themselves before a deity. The music, the
conches wailing, hot wafts of scent from flowers or incense, worked
on minds open to bewitchment. It seemed that the god would take
them if in utmost humility they offered all they had. Prone on the
ground they offered him their lives, their tears gushing as they
begged his acceptance. Certain at last that he would accept, they
rose from the ground and wild with happiness rushed to the
beach. Close in, waiting, were a multitude of sharks. In an
ecstasy, men and women waded out into the sea. The sharks im-
mediately darted among them. 'Since these are accustomed and
thus encouraged by constantly tasting human flesh, they become
so bloodthirsty that they rush up fiercely even at a mere shadow,'
comments Manrique.
This scene has all the horror of an hallucination. But sometimes
it was anticlimactic. Towards the end of the festival the sharks
would be so gorged that either they did not wait by the beach or
if, indeed, they were there, they swam idly about, at the most
nosed the offered victim and rejected him. For him so rejected by
a shark it was as if God had rejected him, and he would leave the
water overcome with grief, and be inconsolable, for if God had
turned away from him, where could he go, what could he do?
He was alone in the vastness, there was nothing, the supreme
horror of nothing, in front of him.
Now, what can we make of such a scene? To Manrique it was
demoniac and that word had then a definite meaning. But for us
it has no meaning or we do not know precisely what its meaning
is. But we can say, at least, it is the opposite of the reasonable and
that it carries with it the sense of extreme evil. Yet were these
weeping humble worshippers possessed by what was evil? Yes,
says Manrique, and the evil which had invaded them created
in their minds a ghastly delusion. The modern psychologist would
phrase it differently. Some alienists would explain the Hindus'
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